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Memorandum to the Party Leaders in the 2007  

Welsh Assembly Elections 
 
 

 
1. Science education 
Scientists in Wales have reported to CaSE their concerns about the difficulty of 
recruiting science and mathematics teachers at secondary school level, and the 
effects this will have on the research base and the economy.  33% of all teacher 
vacancies in secondary schools in Wales are in science or mathematics? 
 
How will your party ensure that children in Wales continue to have access 
to qualified teachers in all of the core sciences? 
 
 
 
 
2. Science research 
The National Assembly’s Networks and Innovation Committee found in 2006 that 
Wales’s science policies lack coordination and recommended the appointment of a 
high-level Chief Scientific Adviser as one way to address the problem. 
 
What mechanisms will your party put in place to ensure that policies on 
science education and research are coordinated so that the social and 
economic benefits of science can be optimized? 
 
 
 
 
3. Benefits of scientific research to the economy 
The Welsh Government invests less per head in scientific research than any other 
part of the UK, and private companies in Wales invests less as a percentage of GDP 
than Belgium, Denmark, Ireland and other regions of the UK, such as the South West 
England. 
 
What will your party do to invest in research to ensure that science-based 
and engineering businesses find Wales a more attractive place to do 
business? 


