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A digest of CaSE’s activities July 2007 to June 2008

Throughout the year, CaSE carries out a vast range of campaigning activities on behalf of science and
engineering in the UK. This summary gives a few highlights. More details of CaSE’s work can be
found on our website: www.sciencecampaign.org.uk

CaSE has gone through a transformation this year with a new Director, Membership Officer and Research and
Administrative Assistant joining the existing Assistant Director. The CaSE team has taken this opportunity to bring
new ideas and energy to the organisation, enhancing our ability to act as an advocate for science and engineering
on behalf of our members.

There was a re-organisation of science and engineering in government and parliament, following the change in
leadership last June. CaSE has worked hard to develop constructive relationships with new contacts to ensure that
we remain at the heart of science and engineering policy.

CaSE Impact

Research Base: CaSE's lobbying in the run up to the Comprehensive Spending Review helped secure a favourable
overall settlement for science and engineering. However, following specific concerns about the Science Budget
Allocations, CaSE engaged in political and media debates about the application of the Haldane Principle and the
importance of fundamental research.

STEM Education: CaSE kept education on the political agenda by working with the Shadow Secretaries of State for
Education and Innovation to highlight the current inequality of science and mathematics provision. We have kept up
the pressure in the media by calling for more trained specialist teachers and greater provision of separate science
GCSEs. We are developing clear proposals for Government on how it can increase and diversify the uptake of
science and engineering.

Government and Parliament. CaSE lobbied to retain proper scrutiny of science policy in Parliament, following the
creation of the Department of Innovation, Universities and Skills. This was achieved in part by increasing the number
of MPs on the new select committee and then inclusion of science within the title of the Innovation, Universities and
Skills Committee. CaSE raised the alarm about the future of the Foreign Office's Science & Innovation Network,
which has now been maintained within the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills.

Corporate R&D: Before and after the publication of the Innovation Nation White Paper, CaSE has argued for
Government to focus on increasing the skills and knowledge that are critical to innovation and locating corporate R&D
in the UK. We are working with our expanding corporate membership to better understand and convey their concerns.

Going forward

CaSE is in the process of developing a new organisational strategy to guide our work over the next five years.

To inform the strategy we consulted our members and the feedback we received was positive and useful. Our new
strategy will help ensure that we can shape the policy debates that will affect UK science and engineering over the
next few years. We will be ready for the next election and possibly a new Government in the UK, the
Comprehensive Spending Review and, looking further afield, debate about the percentage of the European Budget
going to R&D. While we must respond to upcoming political developments in the UK, it is vital that we take an
international perspective so that we are not complacent about our standing in science and engineering.

CaSE, with its diverse membership, strong track-record, and independent analysis, is perfectly placed to advocate

the polices needed to make the UK a world leader in science and engineering. With your support, we look forward
to doing so.
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CaSE'’s policy work

CaSE influences government policies on science and
engineering through meeting directly with politicians,
civil servants and advisers in the UK and devolved
governments.

B CaSE wrote and met with government ministers
and their advisers on key issues, including the
Science Budget Allocations, STEM education and
science at the Foreign Office.

B CaSE developed strong relationships, met and
corresponded with shadow ministers from the main
opposition parties.

B CaSE was cited in parliamentary reports and
advised parliamentary committees on science and
engineering policy issues.

B CaSE assisted backbenchers in both Houses in
drafting Parliamentary Questions and speeches.

CaSE in the media

CaSE gets its message across in the media on key
science and engineering policy issues through
interviews, comment articles and letters.

B CaSE was quoted in a range of media outlets,
including the Times, the Guardian, the Daily
Telegraph, Science, Nature, Times Higher Education,
Times Educational Supplement, Research Fortnight
and the BBC.

B CaSE published articles in Times Higher Education,
Research Fortnight, Innovation Policy Review,
Laboratory News, Engineering and Technology, the
Journal, the Biochemist, and the RSC Science Policy
Bulletin.

CaSE at conferences
B CaSE was a panellist at the BA Science

Communication Conference, Oxford Science Week
and the British Ecological Society’s annual meeting.

s
David Willetts MP, 2008 Annual Lecture

“...the leading
pressure group for

Dr Hilary Leevers, CaSE’s Assistant Director, working
with the UKRC for Women in SET

CaSE’s meetings

CaSE has an active programme of meetings and
publications to shape the political debate on pressing
science and engineering issues.

Annual Lecture

B The Rt Hon David Willetts MP, Shadow Secretary
of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills, gave
this year’s Annual Lecture on science and education.

Opinion Forum

B CaSE held an Opinion Forum this year to discuss
options for improving the diversity of science and
engineering. The project was sponsored by the UK
Resource Centre for Women in SET.

Science in the parliaments

B CaSE took part in annual meetings in the UK
Parliament, Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly
to increase the profile of science and engineering.

CaSE’s publications

Policy Reports and Briefings

B CaSE published a policy report on Delivering
Diversity: Making Science and Engineering Accessible
to All, which followed from the Opinion Forum.

B CaSE produced briefings on the Science Budget
and STEM education.

Keeping our Members informed

B CaSE continues to publish a quarterly newsletter
and monthly e-bulletin to keep our members and
opinion-formers up-to-date with our activities and
the latest news in science and engineering policy.

Consultation Responses

B CaSE responded to a range of consultations and
parliamentary inquiries, including the Innovation
White Paper, Engineering inquiry, the proposed
Research Excellence Framework and the European
Research Area.
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Organisational Developments

CaSE has undergone a series of organisational
changes this year. We have three new members
of staff. Our advisory council and organisational
membership have been strengthened by the
addition of leading academics, research charities
and companies.

Members of Staff

B Director: Nick Dusic

B Assistant Director: Dr Hilary Leevers

B Membership Officer: David Hawksett

B Research and Administrative Assistant: Nick Hall

New Executive Committee Members
B Professor Anthony Finkelstein

B Dr David Hollinshead

B Dr Judi Ellis

New Advisory Council Members
Professor Julia Goodfellow
Professor Diana Green

Professor Dame Julia Higgins
Professor Sir Tim Hunt
Professor Sir Aaron Klug
Professor Lord May of Oxford
Professor Sir John Walker

New Organisational Members

Association of Medical Research Charities

Breast Cancer Campaign

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
Norwich Research Park

Syngenta

Unilever

Membership Survey and Strategy

In June, CaSE surveyed its members to find out
how they wanted to see us develop over the next
five years. Both organizational and individual
members were in agreement that CaSE should
remain a campaigning group, rather than an
alliance or think-tank, although aspects of those
two roles should feature. Raising the importance
of science and engineering in public policy and
political decision making was seen to be CaSE's
major objective

Although the majority of respondents believed
that CaSE was finding the right balance between
influencing and reacting to policy developments,
a number called for a more proactive stance in
anticipating and influencing government policy.
Developing strong relations with government
ministers and civil servants was seen to be a key
strength of CaSE.

We will be using the information from the survey
along with further ideas from both internal and
external discussions to develop our new strategy.
The new strategy will build upon CaSE’s track record
of influencing policy decisions in order to improve
the state of science and engineering in the UK.

Top: Professor Hugh Griffiths FREng (CaSE chair), Phil
Willis MP (Chair of the Innovation, Universities, Science
and Skills Committee) and Nick Dusic (CaSE Director)

Middle: CaSE staff: Nick Dusic, David Hawksett, Dr Hilary
Leevers and Nick Hall

Bottom: Nick Dusic and Lord Rees of Ludlow (President of
the Royal Society and member of CaSE’s Advisory Council).



