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The announcement of new academic diplomas may be politically useful in encouraging
universities and employers to accept vocational ones. It is less clear how useful academic
diplomas will be in advancing education - particularly science education.

The fall-out of similar upheavals - the introduction of combined science GCSEs in 1990
and of AS-levels in Curriculum 2000, had extremely negative consequences for the study
of science.

Expanding the diploma programme before it has even started in most schools is typical
of this government and mirrors the premature rolling-out of the new GCSE science
curricula after just one year of piloting.

In practical terms, the complexity of schools working in consortia with employers to
provide 17 qualifications at three levels is mind-boggling.

Science diplomas may encourage a broader science and maths background prior to
university, but at the cost of fewer students. Evidence, rather than political motives,
should drive decisions about science teaching.
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